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THE WEATHER.

Washington. March a-F- or Oklahoma
and Indian Territory: Fair; slightly wann-

er: north winds, becoming variable.
,For Missouri: Generally fair during the

days west winds; warmer In western por- -

For Kansas: Generally fair; slightly
warmer; variable winds. -

T'p
Stations. Bar. 7 pm Pre. Wth'r.

!
Bismarck, N.D... 30.35 20 OOlFalr
Des Moines, la... 29.96 34 lWCIoudy
Duluth, Minn 30.02 2S Fair
Galveston. Tex.. 30.H CO IClear
Helena,Mont 30.12 3S1 Cloudy
Kansas City. Mo. 30.00 3S1 Cloudy 1

New Orleans. La. 29.9S a TIClear
St. Louis, Mo 29.71 35 .on Snow
St, Paul. Minn... 30.14 32 .00 Cloudy
Salt Lake. U 30.42 S' .00) Cloudy
Springfield, Mo... 30.02 TfCloudy

REMEDY IX ELECTION LAWS.
The election laws of Kansas need amend-

ing In some manner so that more proficient
clerical service may be secured for the task
of counting and footing up the ballots. It
Is notorious that returns as made by the
average election board arc Inaccurate. So
well Is this understood that contests al-

most Invariably follow every election, and

the recount which Is thus secured generally

shows errors in the original count as made
by the election board.

It often happens that very great hard-

ships are worked upon the people through
these contests. An Instance In point is

found In the trial by the state senate which

unseated Judge Smart and seated Judge
RIggs on the bench In the Fourth judicial

district. "Upon the face of the returns
Judge Smart was declared elected and for
nearly three months performed the duties

of the position. A recount by the senate
discovered that Riggs, not Smart, was en-

titled to the place and ho was given pos-

session. The records show that Smart was
never legally Judge, and the lawyers and
clients who have had cases before him and
decisions .upon them are very much at sea
as to the status of their litigation.

There ought to be some way by which

the counting of election ballots could be

made so, accurate that such contests would

be dope away with entirely. It has been
suggested that a law making It Impossible

to go behind the returns would be suitable,

but this would offer too much of a premium

for corruption and deny- every candidate
his constitutional right of knowing wheth-

er the count was fair. Possibly the best
law which could be'dcvlsed would be one
which provided that none but thoroughly
competent men could serve upon the-- elec-

tion boards. Another way lias been sug-

gested which also has some commendable

features. It Is the creation of a county

election board, which shall go thoroughly

over the work of the local boards, with
power to correct errors.

DEMOCRATIC nUNCO GAME.

The report which Mr. Dlnglcy filed with
the new tariff bill points again the bunco
game which the late Democratic adminis-

tration practiced upon the people. "When

Mr. Cleveland and Secretary Carlisle were
issuing bonds the people were given to un-

derstand that they wero demanded for the
purpose of maintaining the gold reserve
which was being depleted by the Wail
btrcct speculators and money sharks ever-
ywhere It was alleged that these money
operators were deliberately working the
"endless chain" furnished by the green-lack- s,

and a great deal of business de-

nunciation was expended upon the men
who were supposed to bo engaged In rifling

tho treasury of their own country for the
profit which would arise from the handling
of bonds which must be issued to keep the
reservo intact.

Mr. Dlnglcy'3 report shows that tho de-

ficiency In the gold reserve was caused
by a deficiency In tho revenues, and was
not therefore the consequence of a con-

spiracy to profit from tho working of the
"endless chain." During the Cleveland ad-

ministration the government realized 94

from the sale of new lionds, and dur-
ing the same period the deficit in revenues
was J203.000.000. "When the bond issues com-

menced there was only about J107.000.000 In
the treasury, while now there Is J1SO,000,000.

and the difference between these sums ac-

counts for the wticrcabouts of the differ-

ence between the amount borrowed and the
deficiency. It Js clear therefore that every
dollar received from the bond sales was
either used In making good the deficit or
cl-- e Is now on hand.

It was natural that the Democratic ad-

ministration should have sought to con-

ceal the utter worthlessness of Its revenue-produci-

laws, but there Is ilo excuse for
Its attempt to bamboozle the people by
making them IielieVc that the laws were
all right, but that a lot' of wicked men were
raiding the treasury-I-t

must be gathered from the Dlngley re-

port as a fair conclusion that so long as
the revenues of the government are suffi-

cient to meet Its expenditures the gold re-

serve is in no particular danger. Until a
deficiency occurred it was never raided,
and so long as a deficiency Is out of sight
It probafily never will be. The business
congress is now engaged in Is tho con
struction of a bill which will raise rev-

enues enough --to meet the needs of the
government. "None of the Republican
Btatomcn appears to be worrying over tho
"endless sjhain." They are content appar-
ently in the knowledge that It never com-

mences to ntpvo until a Democratic' con-

gress touches the button. They are staking
their own and I their party's reputation upon
the proposition that a protective tariff

' wisely administered is the best means of
Jcaenioc the expenses of tho government

J

paid and the gold reserve Intact, and a
year hence, when the treasury department
Is running smoothly along with nothing to

make It afraid, the full incapacity of the
late Democratic administration will force
Itself upon the people with resistless force.

THE COUNCIL AND THE PARKS.

If any member of the common council

finds himself, for any reason whatsoever,

Inclined to accept the views of the ob-

structionists who are' opposing parks, ho

should reflect-lon- 'and .well' befofe he acts.

Tho people of Kansas City are over-

whelmingly In favor of parks; Even op

ponents admit this fact. In voting lor
park improvements the people tacitly
agreed to assume tho burdens and accept
the'-p'lan-s thai would be necessary to build
up a beautiful and useful park system.

Tho ordinances criiiling- the North ter-

race and the "West terrace parks were

drawn up In pursuance of the people's

manifest wishes. . They were introduced
Into' the council and' were duly discussed

by-th- e press. No one with any Interest
'atj stake was In Ignorance of the details
of tho work contemplated. Yet the ordi-

nances were passed without any serious
opposition, and thus they became, like the
original indorsement of the park move-

ment, an expression of the popular wllL

To repeal a law that has been so sus-

tained by the people Is a much more seri-

ous act than to make a new law' upon

which there has been no popular expres-

sion, directly or indirectly.
Public spirited residents of Kansas City

see the most interesting possibilities In

thb North terrace and West terrace parks.
Tljeyi know that these Improvements will
Jiotj only give Ihe comforts! and adornments
that every progressiva jc(ty should have,
"but" they also see In the iwcullar location
and topography of thel grounds , selected

'm'ueh. that Is sufficiently"' unlqifeCtft-idis- -

tlngulsh them from the tnorecdnventlpnal
parks of other cities. 1

The selfish motives and the specious' ar-
guments of the obstructionists should
count for little. Most of; the opponents of
parks would oppose any other publlc,Im-proveme- nt

that might cost them a few
dollars, with equal energy. The selfishness
of their endeavors Is clearly manifest In

the fact that their protests have come only
since the condemnation verdicts have been
rendered.

There is probably not a single one of
the obstructionists who, if he had seen
a way to make a good personal deal out
of the riark scheme, would now be posing
as the people's, friend, the taxpayers' at-

torney.
It seems Impossible that the whine of

the, selfish obstructionist can have any
weight with any conscientious member of
the council.

ILLEGAL RAILWAY COMBINATIONS.
The decision of the supreme court of the

United States that railway pools and com-

binations for the division of tonnage or the
sharing of money profits are a violation of
the Sherman anti-tru- st law is one of the
most important rulings made by that trib-
unal In many years.

It comes with a particular force at this
time. The new administration, pledged to
the enforcement of the laws against trusts,
headed by able men in. whom the public has
strong confidence, will be newly armed by
this broader application of the Sherman act.

"While there have been more flagrant! and
mere abusive violations of the principle of
competition in other lines of commerce than
In the business of freight transportation,
no other violation, probably, has reached
and Injuriously affected so large a class of
people as have the exorbitant freight rates
resulting from pools. Every shipper, wheth-
er producer or merchant, has been many
times compelled to submit to great Injustice
without visible means of relief, or even
satisfactory methods of protest.

This decision, however, gives every ag-

grieved individual and every corporation a
means of defense. It only remains, appar-
ently, for the injured to take advantage of
the law thus broadly Interpreted by the
final court of appeal. But shippers should
not be too confident. They may yet have
trouble. The resources of the railway man-
agersand they are many will be ex-

hausted to prevent the disruption of those
combinations that have enabled them to
discriminate at will among patrons In vari-
ous sections of their territory. Continued
violations of the Interstate commerce laws
are sufficient evidence of this disposition
and ability on the part of the railways.

Whether the anti-tru- st law can be made
to break up and prevent all freight combi-
nations Is doubtful; but a rigid enforce-
ment of the law wherever evidence Is neces-
sarily open will certainly result In a more
equitable adjustment of rates, even It It
should not wholly prevent discrimination.
Such unfairness as has been practiced
against Kansas City, for example, should
no longer be possible, for the evidence Is
always accessible and available.

It Is maintained by railway managers
that tho laws of competition cannot apply
to railway operation as they apply to other
lines of business. This claim Is based upon

a subterfuge rather than a fact. Railway
managements have not had the courage to
gtva the principle of competition a fair test.
Tho controlling officials know, better than
anyone else, that the first expedient to suc-

cessful competition Is tho reduction of ex-

pensesespecially such expenses as result
from overpaid or superfluous officials or de-

partments. Everyone who knows anything
about railroads knows that they have not
been making a great deal of money for sev
eral years, but everyone also knows that
railroads are the most expensively operated
Institutions In existence.

Legitimate competition would reduce the
expense of maintenance and operation to
an equitable basis, an expedient that is
not necessary so long as pools and combl
nations can be made.

The people aro not deceived by the cun-

ning arguments of the attorneys for the
league. Despite the pro-

fuse assurances that the obstructionists
are warm friends of parks the people know
that this attempt to repeal the ordinances
Is an assault on the whole park movement.
Its success would mean death to public
Improvements In this city for years to
come. Picking flaws in the work of the
park board Is only a pretense. It Is not
this particular system of parks that the
obstructionists object to. They don't 'want
parks at all. They would fight any other
system Just as hard. The question is a
plain one. Shall we have parks or shall
wo not have parks? The people of Kansas
City are on one side. The mossbacks and
barnacles are on the other. It the city
council Is In the service of tho barnacles
It will repeal the park ordinances and stop
tho splendid work that Is now under such
good headway. If It Is In the service of
tho people It will dismiss these selfish mis-

chief makers and go about tho discharge
of Its ordinary duties. The Journal be-

lieves the council Is with the people.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

It was bad enough for Kansas City to be
betrayed by Its representatives In the state
senate. Its city council surely will not turn
traitor.

Teeth have been Inserted In Mr. DIngley's
free list, and free traders are trying very

hard to get claws Into It.

General Weyler is suffering from throat
trouble, and there are grave fears that his
condition is not serious.

The city council has received plain In-

structions from the people who elected it.
"Why should It listen to a handful of moss-bac- ks

and barnacles who want to over-

throw the people's will?

Those who are trying to repeal the park
ordinances are not enemies of parks not
at all. They simply want a better system.

As soon as tho present ordinances are re-

pealed they will urge tho passage of new
ones. Don't you know they will? Can you

doubt It for a moment?

The Desplaines river has overflowed for
the first time in thirty years, and Chica-

go's suburbs are under water. Even the
Chicago river Is In a moist condition.

The Hon. Thomas Ryan Is emphatic in
the opinion that one important appoint-

ment is not sufficient to restore Kansas to
tho Republican column. It wllf take at
least two.

It is only when the list of lills it refused
to pass is examined that the Kansas leg-

islature Is suspected of being a body of
some merit.

Senator Young should enter at once upon

the work of living It down. It will take a
long, long time.

If a step backward Is taken in the im-

portant work of beautifying and upbuild-

ing Kansas City it will not be the fault of
the people. They are overwhelmingly In

favor of going ahead.

"I would rather have freedom of speech
than hold a high office." says Chauncey
Depew. Apparently President McKInley Is

going to let Mr. Depew enjoy his prefer-

ence.
Tho Canada papers are not at all pleased

with the Dlngley bill. But it is thought
congress will still make an effort to pass

'the measure.
The Republican members of the Kansas

senate, who protested so ardently against
the appointment of Bristow, are quite pre-

pared now to see the McKInley admin-

istration prove a failure.

Possibly Mr. Ingalls simply wanted to
show the country how Impossible It Is for a
statesman to cut a respectable figure
among toughs.

Spring is a delightful season In many re-

spects, but It is looked forward to with
more dread than pleasure by those who
understand the horrors of tornadoes and
Easter millinery bills.

MISSOURI TOINTS.

Cameron comes to the front as the first
of the smaller towns to adopt an ordinance
prohibiting tho expectorating of tobacco In
public places within the municipal limits.

Carrollton officers found it necessary the
other day to lock up Comma Lewis for a
pcrioi

well weight,
birth a pound at great

naif. Is attracting the admiring attention
of numerous visitors in Butler, where it
vas born about ten days ago.

Rev. Dr. Ccol, who has promulgated "hot
stuff" from one of Sedalia's most promi-
nent pulpits for several years.ls considering

call from Spokane, "Wash.

John Callahan, of Huntsvllle, who from
a baseball point of view Is Randolph's fa-

vorite son, is to play with Peoria, III.,
club, at a salary of $125 a monththls sea-
son.

Tho gloom of the Lenten period comes
home to Scdalia with more force than
ever now that another ebullition of her boy
orator is threatened.

Trenton woman, who was injured in
runaway accident, wants to stick the city
for J5.000 for having caused it by neglecting
to promptly remove a dead horse from one
of the streets.

The Brookfield Budget has become
property of Mort Garland, a young news-
paper man of Carthage, and will pass Into
his control April 1.

Among the infallible signs of returning
prosperity in Carthage the fact that new
names are being added to list of real
estate dealers there is regarded as one of
tho most encouraging.

"W. D. Sallee. who as a newspaper man
was well known In that locality, died a
day or two ago in Joplln, after a protract-
ed illness.

The Nevada city council at a recent meet-
ing declared forfeited the franchise granted
last bummer to the Street Railway. Elec-
tric Light and Park Company, for alleged
total with requirements.

The Carthage papers are booming their
town as a health resort on the strength
of Undertaker Knell's mournful declaration
that his hearse hadn't been used for twelve
days.

Among the autobiographies in tho Con-
gressional Directory that of Missouri's
own Champ Clark is listed as one of the
really funny ones, containing among its
striking features a statement not only as
to the maiden name of his wife, but of
the names of nil of his children as well,
beginning with "Little Champ."

Republicans of Jefferson City have lmmed
Major John T. Clark as tho man whD, as
their for mayor, will lead their
ticket to victory.

The graduating class at Drury college
this year numbers seventeen members, the
largest In the history of tho Institution,

it will swell the alumni list to 149. The
college has been given JI.00O as a
nucleus for a library fund.

Judge McAfeor of the Greene county
criminal court, delivered a somewhat sen-
sational charge to the grand Jury the other
day, practically instructing its members
not only to Indict Springfield aldermen
for having sent lobby to Jefferson City
to aid in securing some desired third class
cities legislation, but county judges as
well, for having appropriated public funds
for paying the expenses of delegates to the
recently-hel- d good roadsi convention.

KANSAS TOPICS.

'Jake Conine is back Fort Scott from
his visit to "Washington and tells the "Mon-
itor that he had three or four private talks
with McKInley about his candidacy for the
postoffice. Conine is the man who in ISM

bet J23 that McKInley would be the next
president.

Blood will tell. The champion corn-husk- er

of Jewell county is brother to Rev.
Quayle. of Kansas City.

In the course of a lecture at Cawker City
Dr. Quayle said that he had never attended
a theater in all his life. The Public Opinion
says this sounded funny coming from one
of the most finished actors it ever heard
or saw.

. .
Fairchild, Populist leader in the

house, says ho opposed text

because It. Rave, the cpmm.lssiqn the pp
portunlty 'fbr'rdbbing the people of Kansas
of JMO.OOO. These Populists distrust ,each
other like snakes.

Senator Young went home to his people
and gravely Informed them that the text
book bill would save to the people of Kan-
sas J400.000 a year In the purchase of books.
This is a fair sample of Populist Ignorance
and mendacity. If the bill saved J400.000 a
J ear, the total expense for text books In
Kansas must be more than Jl.OflO.OOO each
year. In fact. It Is about J200.000.

P. H. Kllnkenberg.. avdruggist of Cawker
City, has surrendered' liis permitito sell

liquor' and! prints b fcnrd In
which he says he desires to'try theexperl-me- nt

of seetng Whether a Kansas Mrug
store can make a living without a saloon
attachment.

Representative Jamieson, the Populist
member from Osage county, says the
creamerj- - men were responsible for the de-

feat of the bill. Just
before the vote was taken they'circulated
a lot of petitions among the members
which were forgeries, some of them con-
taining the names of men who had long
been dead. It caused a reaction against
the bill. It ought to causo an Increase In
the population of the penitentiary.

Speaking of good, people,
the Methodist minister at Cherokee Is Ana-
nias Cullison and the name of his wife Is
Achsah Cullison. They Join in a half
column card of thanks to a lot of the
church women, who made them a present
of "a banquet lamp with a red fluted shade
upon it."

$
As fast as the bills are published which"

were passed by the recent session of the
legislature It Is discovered that they are
full of errors. Many of these are simply
ridiculous but some of them are fatal. As
a sample tho city elections bill may be
mentioned. It provides that at the gen-
eral election of 1S07 in each city of the
second and third class a certain list of
officers shall be chosen and that "at each
subsequent election" they shall be re-
elected. No tenure of office Is fixed and
by the terms of the act new city officers
must be chosen every time an election of
any sort is Some of the bills are so
jumbled up that the Lord Himself could not
tell what they attempt to perform. This
panorama of Populist incompetency, how-
ever, will be mighty useful to Kansas.

In Oklahomaialso, there Is a spectacu-
lar exhibit of legislative incapacity. The
Populists therejiappear to be even worse
than those in Kansas. The Oklahoma City
Times-Journ- al gives a long list of bills
which were filled with blunders. For 'ex-
ample there were passed on the same day
two bills governing elections. One pro-
vides that a candidate's name must ap-
pear on the ticket asi often as he has been
nominated by different political parties;
while the other absolutely prohibits him
from appearing more than once. One bill
directs the county clerk to extend the tax
levy by totals only and says he shall go
to jail if he proceeds in any other manner.
Another bill says that he shall go to jail
unless he extends the taxes In detail. There
may be method In this madness. It may
have been Intended to keep the county
clerk In jail. As a rule. Oklahoma county
clerks no doubt ought to be In jalL

Arna Simpson, who is a missionary In
Morocco, has .written a letter to his pa-
rents at Abilene In which he Interestingly
discourses upon affairs In that far-awa- y

country. He says that he passes
a Moor on the street the latter Invariably
holds his nose. This should not be con-

founded with a distaste to the Abilene
aroma, for It Is custom which the Moors
pursue with white man. The thing
which struck Mr. Simpson as the most

he says, a wedding is taking place "'theA healthy, formed baby,
' own between a big

f which at was only and i? f
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tho
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held.
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every

curious was the early age at which the
Morocco , girls get married. As he writes,

the

fof only 8 years. He has seen weddings
where the bride was but G years old.

A story Is flying all over Kansas to the
effect that Cy Lcland and Charley Curtis
came to an agreement over the, appoint-
ment of Joe Bristow through which Leland
is to support Curtis for congress two years
hence. It Is not believed by politicians
who are In close touch with the situation.
Jim Chisham. of Atchison, says Leland
will remain true to AV. J. Bailey, the man
with whom he tried to beat Brodcrick last
summer. Lcland is relentless in his lights.
He has been at war with Shawnee county
for year.?, and it is not reasonable to pre-

sume that he is now ready to support a
Shawnee county man who is looked upon
by the First district as more or less of an
interloper. Another thing which makes
the stbry sound fishy is the fa'ct that
Broderick also supported Bristow.

o

There never was a more ridiculous spec-

tacle of a man trying to be great without
knowing how than is furnished In the case
of Mr. D. C. Tillotson. of Topeka. After
being kindly but firmly defeated for coun-
ty attorney in the Republican primaries
by a people who were weary of his office-seekin- g,

he bolted the party and became
a Populist. During the campaign he posed
as the leader of the free silver fortes in
Shawnee county and for his reward picked
out the place of commissioner of elections
In the city of Topeka. But, by tho One
the date of appointment had rolled around,
the Populists had nl"H sickened of him
and Governor Leedy turned him down
hard. Then Colonel Tillotson decided that
fame and honor awaited him along the
line of municipal government. He called a
convention of the rag-ta- g and bobtail and
nominated a full city ticket. But alas for
the Ingratitude of, man! "When Colonel
Tillotson opened his daily paper tho next
morning he found It filled with more or
less indignantly worded declinations to run
on his ticket. Some of these were phrased
in such a manner that they conveyed the
impression that the writers were feeling
Insulted and chagrined that their names
should have been used by Tillotson's tatter-
demalions In any connection. But Tillot-
son has the hide of a rhinoceros, so he
shed oft the shafts and proceeded to select
other good citizens. As fast, however, as
he named them, they also declined, and
the town commenced to laugh. At last the
colonel succeeded in finding a Populist who
would stick as the nominee for mayor, and
he is now vigorously conducting his cam-

paign with a ticket half filled out. but full
of hope that somewhere somebody can be
found to fill each of the vacancies. There
is just one admirable thing about Colonel
Tillotson. Ho has enough of the bulldog
about him not to quit fighting after he is
licked.

"Tho only criticism we have to place on
the man who played Mcphlsto." says the
Galena Republican. In Its review of a recent
presentation of "Faust." "is that he doesn't
know how to laugh. He didn't laugh like a
devil, but laughed like a horse."

It cannot bo said that Railroad Commis-
sioner Lewelling has not had some trans-
portation experience. He used to drive
mules on the Erie canal.

Now that Mr. KIndblade has entered
politics in "Woodson county, the knifing
ought to be less ferocious.

Aside from the defeat of the maximum
freight rate bill. Senator "Weeping Moses
Householder says he has no particular crit-
icism to place upon the recent legislature.
"Well, we should say not. Besides making
him president pro tem of the senate, it paid
his slip of a. daughter J3 a day for serv-
ing as clerk of some supposititious commit-
tee, and wound up by making him a pres-

ent of J179 in guise of back salary due for
service on the state board of charities.
When It Is remembered that Householder
drew In the neighborhood of J4.300 for less
than two years' service on this board, the
enormity of the transaction may be well
urderstood. Weeping Moses has mighty
llttle reason to be dissatisfied with the
work of the legislature.

If the Topeka Capital la properly under

stood, Joe Bristow .went dpwn to Washing--
ion ior me purpose ot toning me presiuent
that he wanted nothing, but before he had
been there an hour the entire administra-
tion surrounded him and demanded that he
accept the position of fourth assistant post-
master general. Think of guff like this
about a Kansas politician: '"The appoint-
ment does not come to him by personal so-
licitation, but by the pressure of his friends
and against his own judgment and wishes."

"You can hardly imagine the excitement
our town has been in over the assault com-
mitted on an girl by a tramp."
said a well known rltlzon of Fort Scott to
Topics yesterday. "A reward of more than
JS00 has been offered for him, and the con-
sequence is that tramps are under arrest
all ovdr tho United States. The sheriff
showed me a stack of telegrams yester-
day half a foot thick and nearly all of
them were from officers who had tramps
In custody. Thd little Bacon girl" Is a mar-
vel. Though horribly injured she has re-
tained her senses and will get well. It has
been a fortunate thing Tor several tramps
that she Is In her right mind, and remem-
bers so well the face of the man who

wronged her. Every time a tramp U
brought to town the mob forms and pro-
ceeds to the Bacon house and waits silent-
ly but sullenly on the outside until the girl
falls to Identify him. So far she has taken
one swift look at each prisoner brought be-
fore her and said. "That is not the man."
So sure does sho appear to be of herground
that the prisoners are at once liberated.
When the right one Is taken before her,
however, there is certain to be a lynching.
All the militia In Kansas couldn't stop it.
There isn't anybody in Fort Scott who
would try to stop It. The mob thought they
had the right man once In the person of a
Frenchman, but the little girl said no.
When he was brought but from the house
he threw his eyes up to the sky and said:
Thank God, sho was able to see and talk.

Around him were standing men with ropes
and a determination to launch him into
eternity, and he fully appreciated the

of his escape."

A Remarkable Prnjer.
From tho Washington Post.

Probably the most reraVrkable petition
ever addressed by mortal man to the. Al-

mighty was tho prayer of Rev. Mr. Dan-nelle- y,

chaplain of the Arkansas senate,
some days ago:

"Almighty God, our gracious heavenly
Father, through Thy kind providence we
have lived to see another day, and the city
of Little Rock Is at a stir, because of the
arrival of a distinguished guest In the per-
son of the Hon. W. J. Bryan, who, accord
ing to previous arrangement, was. to have
arrived on yesterday, but was unavoidably
detalned, which caused him not tobe' able

.to meet his engagement; tut no serious ac-
cident having befallen him, he arrived at
an early hour this morning, and was met
and greeted by thousands. This dis-
tinguished guest is considered one of tho
greatest men of the continent in some re-
spects; travel as far and deliver as many
or more speeches In the sjme length of time
than any other man upon j(he continent.
We pray God's protecting care over him.
and that no accident may befall him while
on his return to his home and family. May
God's blessing rest upon the audience that
may assemble here y, and that none
of them may meet with accident
May heaven's choicest blessing rest upon
the general assembly now convened In this
city, and especially the senate. May they
finish their work with credit to themselves
and honor to the government, and when
their work Is done return to their homes
and their families, andflnally may we all
meet In the home and heaven of the blest.
These favors we ask in Christ's name.
Amen."

There is something infinitely pathetic in
this utterance. The spectacle of Rev. Mr.
Dannelley, of Arkansas, carefully Inform-
ing Jehovah as to the events of the prev-
ious two days, entering into a detailed ex-
planation of Mr. Bryan's belated arrival,
reassuring heaver, as to the gentleman's
safety, and elaborately recounting his
claims to greatness this spectacle is alto-
gether the most touching that we have wit-
nessed In the course of a long and varied
experience,. Of course, we have read or
heard of alleged prayers, concocted" by" Ir-

reverent persons for purposes of ridicule.
Nothing Is easier than to be sacrilegious.
Ribaldry Is perhaps the cheapest article on
earth. But it Is evident that the Rev. Mr.'
Dannelley was in simple and unfeigned
earntJt: that ho spoke reverently and In
good faith. No thought ot impiety entered
his mind. Even when he asked the Lord
to discriminate In favor of the senate as
against 'the house in the dispensation of
His favor one can see that hewas praying
with real fervor. 'Clearly it never once

to this excellent shepherd that he
was Impertinent. Decidedly It is the most
Interesting prayer of which wo have
knowledge or recollection.

Very Defective Logic.
From the Washington Post.

The fact that a few women In a political
meeting In Denver disgraced themselves by
acting as shamefully ag did some of the
men who were 'present on that, occasion
affords tho opponents of equal suffrage an
opportunity to display their animosity and
to air their peculiar style of logic. No ex-

ception need be taken to the course of such
newspapers as have viewed the Denver in-

cident from the humorous standpoint. nOr
to Its condemnation as a reproach to all
the participants. But to point It out, as
some of our contemporaries are doing, as
a fair illustration of the results of woman
suffrage Is not only Illogical, but an in-

sult to the intelligence and character of
the American people. It Is an attempt to
generalize from a manifestly insufficient
basis. We do riot condemn railroads be-

cause trains are wrecked. Wo deem Insur-
ance a good thing. In spite of frauds and
failures in the business, and Christlanity
keeps on Its triumphant course, although
preachers and church members aro some-
times sent to the penitentiary. There is
not a beneficent institution on earth that
could stand If tested by this sort of logic.

It has been admitted time and again by
the intelligent and fair opponents of equal
suffrage and there are many millions of
them that the participancy of women In
politics exerted a softening, refining and
elevating influence on the conduct of cam-
paigns. This is the report from every
state where women have been enfran-
chised. Colorado is no exception to the
rule, and the little row In a Denver con-

vention no more condemns equal suffrage
than a riot In a church condemns the de-
nomination to which the disorderly persons
belong.

The slight progress made in the. suf-
frage movement should admonish Its op-

ponents that they' have no occasion to re-
sort to unfair means in order to hold It
back. After half a century of unremitting
effort there are. many more states in which
the ballot is denied to women than there
were In the Union when the crusade began.
Not one ot the states then in th family
has enfranchised its women citizens, and
the only commonwealths that have been
converted to the innovation are four in tho
far West that were a wilderness when Miss
Anthony and Lucy Stone and their co-

workers began their life work.
Instead of retarding this slow move-

ment. Injustice will expedite It. To cite
the Denver incident, the row between a few
quarrelsome persons of both sexes, ns on
example of the Inevitable product of equal
suffrage. Is so manifestly calumnious that
It will have the reverse of the Intended
effect. That the men and women of this
country are so degraded that they cannot
work together In the selection of officers
and the making of laws without swapping
ugly epithets and pulling hair is a

so absurd and humiliating that it
must be indignantly rejected.

"Watterson's Prose Poem on Cleveland.
From the Louisville Courier-Journa- l.

Nature, In her lavish moods, delights In
contrasts: and the world ofttimes errone-
ously is impressed by them. Men (here
are who live whilst they live; who are of
the earth earthy, of the time timely, who
look not Defore or after; who are, as It

were, their own contemporaries. Of this
description is Grover Cleveland, "it Isyet
too early to fix Mr. Cleveland's place In
history. But hla life has been a tolerably
open book; his words and deeds have nqt
been very wide apart; his personality has
displayed Itself largely, and In many ways,
above board, and, what he has done, or
failed of doing, admits of little equivoca-
tion. He belongs essentially to. the cate-
gory of men of action; not to that of men
of original or creative thought; and though
his actions may have, on occasion, lacked
distinctive character and clear purpose,
and seemed sluggish withal, he canpot on
the whole be accused of Indecision. In-
deed, a bordering- - on (super-
stition; a belief in himself closely resem-
bling egotism; and an-- almost savage love
of power, both In the concrete and the ab-
stract, have been the mainsprings of his
conduct of life and are at once the keys to
his character and tho sources of his suc-
cess among men.

Nonsense In College Debates.
From the N-- Y.jMail and Express.

With all due. respect for the mental. ex-

ercise and. discipline to be derived from
college debating contests, it may till be
usumi fucyicr inese compeiiuons;ciofnot
at times" exert an unfortunate influence
upon the minds of the-oun- men who. en-
gage In them. These debates, as we under-
stand them, are Intended to develop the in-

tellectual alertness of students, to induce
the study of the questions involved, to en-
courage logical habits ot thought and to
broaden the scope of college life and aspi-
rationand always with the Implied pur-
pose of fostering the spirit of American
patriotism, glorifying American cttzenshlp
and Impressing the younger generation
with the strength, dignity and integrity of
American institutions.

From- - this standpoint it is somewhat
surprising to find two of our most vener-
able universities Yale and Princeton-adopt- ing

as the question for their annual
debate in May a question like this:

"Resolved, That the power of the speaker
ot the United States house of representa-
tives is detrimental to public "interest."

A serious debate' upon such a question at
the midwinter meeting of a country liter-
ary society would cause no amazement.
Those humble but ambitious combinations
of rural intellect settle and unsettle such
questions over and over again from year
to year, and no bad effects follow their
contests. But when the students, at two
great institutions of learning organize for
a public debate on a question which in-

volves the honor of the American govern-
ment, the case Is different. We do not
believe that the subject is
legitimate matter for debate. The students
might just as well debate the question:

"Resolved, That the American constitu-
tion is prejudicial to civic liberty."

Or they might wtih equal propriety dis-
cuss this proposition:

"Resolved. That the supreme court of the
United States is detrimental to the Inter-
ests of justice."

Any one of these three proposals Is just
as fit for serious debate as either of the
others. The.f?ct is that no one of them Is
proper or legitimate. It Is nonsense or
worse than nonsense to argue such ques-
tions. There is no room for argument.
Yale and Princeton should let such ques-
tions alone. Debate on them can do no
good at all, and under some circumstances
it might do immeasurable harm.

An OS Year.
"From the New York Sun.

Tho political year l$S7wlll be peculiarly
"an oft year" in politics, because of consti-
tutional changes in many states, either re-
ducing the number of elective offices or al-

tering the time for the elections.
In New York, for'the first time, there will

be no election for state officers, neither for
senators nor congressmen. Heretofore state
senators and congressmen have been elect-
ed In alternate years, the congressmen In

and the senators In the
years. In the

years, too. the executive stater offices have
been voted for regularly since November,
1M7, when the state constitution which the
votep amended In ISM first went Into ef-

fect. In some states where there were an-

nual elections for governor and legislators,
biennial sessions and biennial terms have
been substituted. In no previous year re-

cently, at least, has the number of states
holding elections been so small.

On April 7 Rhode Island will hold Its cus-
tomary annual spring election, and the Re-
publicans, who outnumber the Democrats
by about two to one, hae nominated for
governor, on a clear cut and positive plat-
form, tho Hon. Elisha Dyer.

Michigan holds an election in April for a
justice of the supreme court and two re-

gents ot the state university. Republican,
fusion. Prohibition, sound money Demo-
cratic and middle-of-the-ro- ad Populist tick-
ets are in the field. Under the peculiar
electoral ballot law the word "Democrat"
has been practically eliminated from the
politics of the state, with the result that
the voters who have heretofore acted with
the Democratic party, and are supporting
Judge Yaple, the Democratic candidate, are
officially described as Unionists, though
some of them might better bo entitled
Dlsunlonlsts in view of the havoc they have
wrought for the.Democratic party ot Mich-
igan. The Republicans hac nominated
Charles D. Long, the present chief justice,
and the middle-of-the-ro- Populists have
put forward a man who polled 1j3 votes,
out of a total of 52,000, when running last
year for congress.

Governors will be elected In Iowa and
Ohio on the same day of November. Vir-
ginia and Massachusetts will elect gov-cwo-

and this seems to be all the stato
elections of 1S97.

Here in New York will come the great
municipal contest of next autumn, as to
which nothing can yet be even guessed.

All for .Nothing.
Sweet Mamie was a fair young thing.

But her papa was gamey;
And when he heard the doorbell ring

He softly said: "Now. Mamie.
He's got to leave by half past ten!"(Sure, he was not to blame; he
Was getting rather tired by then.)

"Yes, dear papa!" said Mamie.

But when it got to half past ten
?he cool young man who came, ha

Stayed on. just like the other men.
And pale and wan grew Mamie.

There came a voice chock full of sand-S- he
thought it said. "Obey me!"

She up and told the young man and
He said cood-b- y to Mamie.

Now. Mamie, as she went to bed.
(She went, though, all the samee!)

Sho sobbed and wished that she wer
dead

So mortified was Mamie.
Then she stole up to papa's door

Before she said her fav-m- e

Alas! That noise was papa's snore;
And, oh, how mad was Mamie!

New York Press.

Modern Extravngnnce.
UProm the Chicago Tribune.
W "I shall need J5 y, James," said Mrs.

Unstrlke.
"That has been about youraverago p"er

day for the last month." replied Mr. Up-stri-

handing it out reluctantly. "And I
want to call your attention to. the circum-
stance. Belinda, that it Js just five tirae3
as many bones as Evo cost Adam In her
whole career."

A Koree of Habit Clntch.
From the New York Press.

The drowning man clutched frantically at
tho straw.

"Alas!" he shrieked In despair. "It is not
sufflcie'nt to'sustain me! Were there only a
whisky punch with It I might have
strength to reach the shore!"

A stream of bubbles marked the spot
where he sank.

Hnd Something to Show for It.
From the ChicagojTribune.

"Well," asked the ofllceseeker's friend,
who had been waiting patiently for him
outside the presidential ante-roo- m for three
or four hours, "what did you get?"

yi got a pair of frost-bitte- n heels," briefly
responded the other, and ns tho two wend-
ed their way slowly to the nearest railway
station not another word was said.

OP CCIIRENT INTEREST.-
One of the shrewdest ideas yet evolved to

help out the cause of charity is found in
the second annual model doll show, now
being held at the Waldorf, in New York.
The beneficiary is the Scarlet Fever and
Diphtheria hospital, now being built. The
show Is given under the management ot ,
Rogue and the auspices of a long list of
fashionable women. Special prizes are of-
fered (or the best model. There are up-
wards of seventy-fiv- e models of the latest
creations of the modiste's art. including
ball gowns, reception and dinner costumes,
sticet and tailor-mad- e suits, bicycle, riding,
walking and yachting gowns and dainty
summer gowns. One doll will display somo
exquisite lingerie, and the models for the
bicycle and riding costumes will be jointed
and will be shown, the one on a genuine
halt-siz- e bicycle und the other, on a minia-
ture horse. There are, dolls with every
shade of real hair, and their complexions,
true to the traditions of dolldom. will leavo
nothing to be desired.

Representative William Henry Fleming,
of Georgia, takes the prize for detail, in
his autobiography In the nw congressional
director!-- , ir there is anything omitted
from the time he was born, to the moment
he was elected to congress it must have
belonged, a Washington writer thinks, to
what Uncle Remus would call "mighty po'
plckin's." He tells the number of prizes
he received at college, the borrowing ot
mcr.cy from Alexander H. Stephens, ithosalary he earned as college postmaster, anda thousand other things up to the time of
"his set ere and almost fatal Injury by .i
kick In the face by a runaway horse."
Altogether Mr. Fleming's story of his Ufa
contains enough Incidents for a three-volum- e

novel.

Roller skating Is the accepted Lenten di-
version in New York society and roller
skating clubs have taken the place ot tho
dancing classes. Two fashionable clubs
meet, one every Thursday, the other every
Saturday everting, during Lent. Parties ara
made up long- - beforehand and suppers
usually follow the two or three hours' ex-
ercise at the rink. This season the girls all
agreed to wear their golf or bicycle suits
on these occasions, as lace frills, silk
skirts and chiffon draperies were felt n.ot
to be In keeping with a roller skating rink.
The men also appear in their bicycle suit,
down to the knickerbockers. '

A new trick will be shown In the Bar-nu- m

circus in New- - York next month that
U wcrthy or passing mention. It is an
equestrian trick and a "novel and interest-
ing one as well, .being nothing more or
less than a skipping, rope act performed
by a horse with a woman on his back.
The rider lets go of the reins and takes the
skipping rope, which Is reallj- - three pieces
of bamboo fastened together In her hands;
then, urging and guiding the horse by her
voice, she makes him leap over the mid-
dle bamboo as she swings It around be-
neath his body, over her head and so on,
bereath him again.

There .are rumors that the agents of a
certain lottery company; which was driven
but of Louisiana some years ago. are now
in Nevada." canvassing the sentiment of
that commonwealth, with the end in view
of submitting the question of establishing
a lottery there under the auspices of tho
government to the people at the next gen-
era! election. It Is further alleged that
these agents have written to the lottery
company, saying" that there will be no dif-
ficulty In accomplishing the desired pur-
posethat is, a constitutional provision, per-
mitting a lottery to have .a twenty-tiv- e

years' lease of life.

Count Tolstoi Is at present staying In St.
Petersburg. At the recent celebration of
ihe founding of the University of St. Pet-
ersburg :i body of about 100 students hap-
pened to meet him on the street. They at
once recognized him, and gave vent to tho
most demonstrative indications of their
regard for him. kissing, his. hands and hU
garments, and would have carried hfin In
triumph through tho city had he not de-
cisively protested.

The tea drinking habit is no longer con-
fined to women, hilt has been adopted by
men, many of whom fell into the way of
partaking of the cheering cup when pay-
ing afternoon visits, but now like It for Its
own sake. At some men's clubs afternoon,
tea drinking has lately become quite an.
established custom, and about 3 o'clock
scores of orders for tea are given by those
who formerly ordered whlsky.

There were fifty-si- x signers of the Decla-
ration ot Independence, and only three had
or used-- a middle name: Robert Treat
Paine, of Massachusetts, and Richard
Henry Lee and Francis Llghtfoot Lee. of
Virginia. The Lees were both natives ot
Stratford. Va. Robert Treat Paine was six
years older than Tom Paine, the publicist.
The former was a Bostonlan; the latter
was born In England,

Santa Rosa, capital ot Santa. Rosa county.
Cal.. has a Baptist church which holds over
200 people, built entirely from timber sawn
out of a single redwood. Timbers, weather
bearding and inner lining are all of wood,
there being no.plastcr or bricks and mortar
abcut It. The: roofing, too. is of shingles
cut from the same tree, and aft-- r It was
all finished there were 60,000 shingles left.

The most crowded block In New York is
by no means what is known as the poorer,
or tenement district. It used to be there,
but has now movcil uptown In that com-
paratively sms.il square bounded b- - Sixty-six- th

and Sixty-sevent- h streets and An-steid-

and West End avenues. There ara
00 families living in that respectable block,
embracing 3.431 people-N- o

system of road building has ever been
devised which for dutability and smooth-
ness approaches that of the Romans, but
the cost was. of course, enormous, and
large armies of men were employed. Somo
of the Romans roads are still In good con-

dition, after a lapse of fifteen centuries,
during which most of them have had few,
it iny, repairs.

The Mystic Shrincrs who are about to In-

itiate President McKInley into the rites of
that order expect to have much fun with
him, but a man who has withstood the on-

slaughts of 100.000 ofilceseekers In the last
two weeks need not. the Chicago Chronicle
thinks, fear any terrors which the "hot
sands" may have In store.

A man from Canada called at a drui;
and book store in Richford. Vt., the other
day and Inquired If they had any indexes
for Webster's unabridged dictionary. His
wife, he said, gave him one for a Christmas
present, but It was tarnal slow work hunt-
ing up words, and he thought it he could
get an Index It would help him.

New Jersey laws still provide for pun-

ishing "common scolds" on the ducking
stcol. Mrs. Caroline Siegfried, of Hoboken,
sw'cre out a warrant Saturdav before er

McDonough atrainst Mrs, Matilda.
Anson of e address, alleging that
her scolding tongue kept her neighbors
in hot water.

Paris Is tho paradise of the" dressmaker.
There are in the city 70.000 persons who
make articles ot women's! dress and 63.000

dressmakers. It has been estimated that
the yearly amount earned In this business
Is oer J230,97S.0OO. I

General William II. Wil-

son will deliver the Phi Beta Kappa ora-
tion next June at Harvard The pom. wilt
be read by Dr. E. W. Emerson, Havard,
'M.

The New York Aquarium has corn's Into
possession of what is claimed to be the big-

gest lobster ever landed. It weighs thlrty
pounds. and it is four feet long.

Short ot Wind.
From the Indianapolis Journal.

"I thought him a perfect picture ot, a,

winner."
"So did I."
"And yet, when ono considers the result.

It Is evident that he lacked atmosphere."
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